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Giving sick kids
what they need most....

Their families. 
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Sweeney Family 
Brent, Tracy, Daniel & David 
Tragedies strike, but you think. . . 
it won’t happen to my family.  We 
went through it.  We were just like 
any other family.  We went to work 
and then came home at the end of the 
day, had supper, went to bed and woke 

up to do it all again.  We talked with 
excitement about our upcoming baby 
as any expecting family would.  

January 9th, 2008.  The birth date 
of our son David should have been 
one of the happiest days of our lives, 
but instead, changed our lives and 
turned our world upside down.  David 
was born with a hole in his heart as 

well as a rare and severe abdominal 
wall defect known as a “Giant 
Omphalocele”.  With David’s slim 
chances of survival, we uprooted our 
family and moved into the Ronald 
McDonald House in Saskatoon so we 
could be close to the hospital at all 
times.

After six months of continuous 
hospital care, David was still alive, 
but not well.  Numerous times he 
stopped breathing and needed CPR.  
As a last resort, he was flown by air 
ambulance to Calgary Children’s 
Hospital where he was diagnosed 
with tracheobronchomalacia (severe 
airway collapse).   Once again, Ronald 
McDonald House in Calgary came 

Mission Statement

“Friends of Saskatchewan 
Children Providing a 
Home with Open Arms 
for Families of Sick 
Children… Always.”
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President
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Jeff Braid
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Mike Will 
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New Board Members 
Bill Chao
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Susan Clarkson CFRE
Executive Director

Lorraine Johannson
House Manager

Marg Coverett
Administration

Willie Nagy
Housekeeper

Irene Hildebrandt
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Privacy Statement
The Friends of Saskatchewan 
Children Inc. would like donors, 
sponsors and stakeholders to 
know that we protect your 
personal information and adhere 
to all legislative requirements 
with respect to protecting your 
privacy.  We do not rent, sell or 
trade our mailing lists.

to our aid giving us a place to stay until David was well enough to be airlifted back 
to Saskatoon.As more months passed by, Ronald McDonald House really became our 
“Home away from Home”.   We celebrated Easter, Birthdays, Mother’s Day, Father’s 
Day and Thanksgiving, with the staff and volunteers making each day a special one 
for our family.  The cleaning, yard work and maintenance were always done, not to 
mention the relief to come “home” to a meal or the aroma of fresh baking.  The Ronald 
McDonald House has provided us with a safe and loving environment to bring up our 
toddler while we wait for David to heal.  As for us, we don’t have to worry about the 
cost and stress of finding a place to stay.  This has made it easier on us and has allowed 
us to focus our attention on our children and to spend some very precious time with 
David.  At the end of the day, the staff and volunteers are always here to ask how our 
day went or just be a shoulder to cry on.  Their support has picked us up off the ground 
and put us back on our feet again and again.

After all these months, David continues to struggle, but he is slowly getting stronger 
and is looking better.  He can now smile at us and I know we made the right decision 
to be near his side all the way.  We reflect back and do not know where we would be 
without this place.  We can never repay you for all you have done for our family.  So for 
this, we would like to say a heartfelt “THANKS” to the Ronald McDonald House and 
everyone who makes this place what it is.  This truly is “The House That Love Built”!

President’s Message
It is once again my pleasure to provide 
greetings from the Board of Directors.  
We have recently welcomed our new 
Executive Director, Susan Clarkson, to 
the House.  Susan comes to us from the 
Saskatoon Community Foundation and 
is quickly developing the passion for 
Ronald McDonald House that we all 
share.  Her experience will definitely be 
an asset as our House moves into future 
expansion scenarios.
In early October our Saskatoon House 
played host to the Canadian Ronald 
McDonald House Charities National 
Conference.  We welcomed delegates 
from most of the Canadian Houses, 

Ronald McDonald House Charities 
(Canada) in Toronto and Ronald 
McDonald House Charities (Global) in 
Chicago and, from all accounts, everyone 
enjoyed the Saskatoon hospitality.  
Thanks to all volunteers who assisted 
with all aspects of the Conference and a 
special thanks to Sandee Day and Doug 
Taylor, the co-chairs of the Conference.
This is my last newsletter message as 
President as my term ends on December 
31, 2008.  It has been my privilege to 
serve this wonderful organization as 
President (for two terms) and I know the 
House will be in good hands with Jeff 
Braid as President starting in 2009.
I wish you the best for the holiday 
season.
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The Griffin Family 
Gil, Tyler, Bubba, Carolyn & Trista

It was a normal Friday afternoon, hot, sunny, a beautiful 
day to be outside.  The call came at 2:30pm; my son had 
been in an ATV accident at the lake. Upon arrival at the 
Moose Jaw Union Hospital we were told our son, Tyler, 
was a trauma 1. The doctors told us that Tyler needed to 
be air-lifted to Saskatoon.

Forty eight hours later our son lay unconscious in 
PICU. Gil and I looked at each other and said “What 
are we going to do?” We had no family or friends in 
Saskatoon, our only support were 2 hours away. That’s 
when Tyler’s nurse explained how important it was 
for us to get our rest and she recommended that we try 
calling the Ronald McDonald House. That call changed 
everything for us. 

Lorraine, Marg and the staff became the local friends 
and support that we needed while staying in Saskatoon.   
Sure we had heard about Ronald McDonald Houses, 
but never could we have imagined that this beautiful 
House would have such caring, kind, supportive people 
there to make it feel like home. That’s exactly what The 
Ronald McDonald House was, our home away from 
home, for 57 days. The  House staff were so amazing; 
always asking about Tyler, by name. Not only did these 
ladies make Gil and I feel at home, but they welcomed 
our other children, Tyler’s older sister, and younger 
brother, to stay with us at the House on weekends. 
This was exactly the type of encouragement that Tyler 
needed to be able to stay so strong, and work towards 
a speedy recovery. I believe that it was not only Tyler’s 
strong will, and courage that helped him recover, but 
also having his family by his side to support and love 
him. The Ronald McDonald House is truly a blessing, 
and the ladies that welcomed us are Angels without 
wings. 

Their motto: ‘Giving sick kids what they need most… 
Their Families’. That simple line is one of the most 
accurate quotes I have ever heard.

Gil, Trista, Bubba, Tyler and I would all like to thank 
Lorraine, Marg, the rest of the staff at the Ronald 
McDonald House, and all the people who make the 
Ronald McDonald Houses possible. Thank you so 
much, you were life savers!!

In the spotlight
Mickey Fedorko

Jose Armario, Group President, McDonald’s Canada 
& Latin America, John Betts, President, McDonald’s 
Canada, Mickey Fedorko, P.A. McDonald’s Franchisee, 
Jim Skinner, VC/CEO, McDonald’s Corp and Ralph 
Alvarez, President/COO, McDonald’s Corporation

Congratulations to Prince Albert’s Mickey Fedorko 
who is the 2007 recipient of the highest distinction
bestowed on McDonald’s franchisees, the “Golden 
Arch Award”. This award recognizes a special person
who best embodies entrepreneurial spirit, commitment 
to customers and community focus. We are so proud of 
you Mickey.
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Our Families

Daniel Mathewson and Lisa 
Spencer of Kindersley, SK finally 
have the great day of taking baby 
Dexter home.

Emerald Norman Dean Sabit of 
Kylemore, SK loved to pose for 
his photo.

Kylah & Cole Masse’ and Bonnie 
& Kaidance Schwingenschloegl, 
are best of friends from Meadow 
Lake, SK who have travelled 
together. 

Vernon Fiddler from Waterhen, SK 
is teaching his son, Preston Fiddler 
the fun of boxing

Wendy Tipton and David Leggett of 
Macklin, are so very proud of their 
son, Daulton.

Rylan Lydia Marie Swiftwolfe of 
Prince Albert, SK enjoyed playing 
with the dollhouse & barbies.

Rogan & Grady Fry of Regina, 
SK were riding their ponies in the 
Atrium. 

Auntie Sang Nguyen of Calgary 
came to visit her sister, Linh, 
nephews Vincent and baby Francis 
from LaRonge, SK .

Patricia 
Turgeon 
of 
Maymore, 
SK is 
holding 
her two 
beautiful 
twin boys, 
Jeremy 
and 
Benjamin.
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Grandmother Cheryl Zatorski, 
Haylee & Allee Clark and Pam 
Clark, of Lloydminster, SK are so 
very happy to be going home.  

Tyler Rehaluk, of Nipawin, SK was 
a very special guest at The Wiggles 
Concert.  

A wonderful teenager, Dustin 
Kurney of Success, celebrated his 
13th birthday at RMH. 

Amber Constant of Melfort, 
SK combed Baloo’s hair every 
morning. 

Daelynn Meier, of Star City, SK 
had a huge smile when she picked 
out her plush keepsake. 

Hunter Berg, of Swift Current, 
SK was quite impressed with the 
selection in the toy closet. 

Creedence Nicotine and mom of 
Paynton, SK had a lot of fun time in 
the toyroom.

Carla, Cadence and Darren Flaata, 
of Melfort, SK are a wonderful 
young family who are very special 
at RMH. 

Leroy  Omilgoituk Jr  and Danya 
Harrison, of Inuvik N.T.  are very 
proud of their twins, George and 
Hailey.
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Volunteers

Jo-Ann Elke, Fran Newell, Yvette 
Lyster, Sherida Gregoire (Master 
Gardener) and Rose Koebel are 
dedicated gardeners who beautify the 
grounds of the House. 

Eli Lilly Canada donate to the 
House with a Day In The Kitchen, 
with the help of Jackie Stefaniuk, 
Pat Drews, Angie Degelman & 
Taryn Buckberger.

The Saskatchewan Roughriders 
once again paid a special visit 
to the House to the delight of 
everyone.  After last year’s visit, the 
Roughriders won the Grey Cup.

Bayer Crop Science, a great supporter of the House, donated the Playhouse 
and Gym, spending many man hours constructing this wonderful gift for 
the children.  

Two terrific kids, Bethany and 
Connor Kimpinski baked and sold 
cookies to raise money for RMH.

Jessica Foster of Prairie Thistle Designs volunteers her expertise and knowledge in the production of the 
newsletters; you can view her website @ http://www.prairiethistle.com/

Heartfelt thanks to Supremex for supplying the materials required for this issue of our newsletter.

Fall Wish List
Boy’s Gifts
Trucks, Cars, Watches, Cool Flashlights, Craft Kits

Girl’s Gifts
Barbie anything, Watches, Craft Kits 

Baby Gifts
Musical or cuddly toys for up to 36 months

Family Gifts
Gift Certificates - restaurants & groceries
Hospital Parking Passes, DVD’s

House Supplies
Fabric softener, swiffer mops & covers, windex, 
fantastic, liquid soap & refills

We have a particular need for gifts for boys and girls ages 7 to 18
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Fund Raisers
Marion Graham School
Marion Graham students have once more chosen the House 
as their Charity to receive the proceeds of the Annual 24 
Hour Famine.  These fantastic students raised $5,500.00 this 
year.

High Voltage Classic 
Outdoor Street Hockey Tournament 

The House 
scored a huge 
win March 
15th & 16th, 
the Electrical 
Engineering 
students of the 
University of 
Saskatchewan 
hosted the 23rd 
Annual HVC 
Tournament 
and the 
House netted 
$11,400.00. 

Regina Travelodge Golf Tournament   
Marie Whelan-General Manager, Vivienne Dawson-
Director of 
Catering/
Tournament Chair 
& Don Urzada – 
Managing Director.  
These are truly 
remarkable people; 
their dedication 
in sponsoring and 
organizing this 
event over the past 
ten years is very 
evident.   The $25,000 raised this spring brings the total to 
$180,000.00 that has been for the House.

zu.com communications 
CEO & Co-founder, Ryan Lejbak & COO 
& Co-founder, Tony Zuck have committed 
to sponsor the RMH website for another 
year, we extend our sincere thank you and 
appreciation.

Ladies Golf Classic            
Todd Peterson-SK Blue Cross, Gail Eagle-SIGA, Cornelia 
Kyba-Bobinski, Sally Byblow, Ramona Bennetto & Nola 
Jones.  The 23rd Annual RMH Ladies Golf Classic was 

held at the Saskatoon Golf and Country Club on August 
10th, 11th & 12th.  Congratulations to the winners and 
thank you to the Title Sponsors, Saskatchewan Blue Cross 
& Saskatchewan Indian Gaming Authority along with all of 
the Sponsors, Donors, Patrons and Golfers for their support.  
This year the event raised over $32,500.00

Meskanaw-Ethelton 4-H Beef Club  

$8,300 realized from the proceeds of the July 7th Charity 
Heifer sale.  Thank you to all of the families and club 
members for making this event such a rural Saskatchewan 
success.

McDonald’s Corporation    
 McDonald’s Owner/Operators 
continue to champion the House.  
Their support is always appreciated 
and never taken for granted.  Coin 
Box revenues, McHappy Day 
Fundraiser’s and the Ten Cent Happy 
Meal Program are all fundraising 
initiatives of these outstanding 

partners. 
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Mark Your 
Calendars!
Saskatoon & Regina 
McDonald’s Coin Boxes
100% of the proceeds from 
the McDonald’s Coin Box 
collection from October 1st 
thru to December 31st will be 
donated to the House . . . “We’re 
Loving It.”

Gift Wrap at Midtown Plaza
Our 11th Annual Ronald 
McDonald House Christmas 
Gift Wrap @ Midtown Plaza 
will kick-off December 1st and 
run thru till Christmas Eve.  
Your continued support is both 
needed and appreciated.  Thanks 
to the generosity of the Midtown 
Plaza and our many wonderful 
volunteers.

Regina Travelodge Hotel 
Golf Tournament, May 2009
This charity golf tournament is 
a major fundraiser for the House 
and the 11th annual promises to 
be another great success.  Contact 
Vivienne Dawson, Tournament 
Chair at the Regina Travelodge 
Hotel @ 306-584-6320 for more 
information.  

2009 Ronald McDonald House 
Ladies Golf Classic 
This will be the 24th year for the 
tournament and expectations are 
high to surpass the 2008 financial 
success.  “Fun, Fellowship, 
Food “   . . . and then there is the 
golfing.  

Susan’s Salutations
My first day as Executive Director of Ronald McDonald House of Saskatchewan 
was on October 1st.  I had the great pleasure and privilege of attending the National 
Ronald McDonald House Canadian conference, held in Saskatoon, during my 
first week of work.  It was an exhilarating way to start an exciting new career!

“The house that love built” is truly a special, comforting place.  The welcome is 
heart-felt, from Lorraine and Marg (House Staff), from the diligent and dedicated 
board of directors, and from the numerous house volunteers. 

Not all of the house “stories” are happy ones, but at least we can take comfort 
in knowing that we made a difference in a family’s time of stress and worry.  I 
invite you to drop in, tour the house, and consider “making a difference” as part of 
our house family, by volunteering, donating , and supporting Ronald McDonald 
House Saskatchewan.

Commemorative Giving
“In Honour of” gifts recognize and celebrate special occasions of individuals, 
family, and friends. “In Memory of” gifts are made in memory of loved ones.  

An acknowledgement is sent to the family or individual, informing them of this 
thoughtful donation.  Ronald McDonald House thanks those family members 
and friends who have paid tribute.   

In the Spring of 2008 through to the Fall of 2008 gifts were made:

In Honour of
Dr. Michael Tyrrell, Pediatric Cardiologist, Royal University Hospital, 
Saskatoon,  SK                           

For information please contact:
Marg Coverett/Administration Ronald McDonald House @ 306-244-5802
Email: adminrmh@shaw.ca

In Memory Of
Gregg Edelman
Larry Edelman
Dorothy Fitzpatrick
Margaret Gustafson
Lillian Hromek
Anna May Lyall-Gray
Fred Kidd
Walter Kuhn
John Mantyka

Mrs. McAree
Ronald McDonald
Cathy McDougall
Reid McDougall
Harvey Nelson
Ray Pannell
Gordon Penry
Ted Priel
Chris Russell

Joshua Solsten van Os
Robert Steep
Lillian Thiessen
John Tluchak
Marg Trakalo
Mae Tufts


