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Mission Statement
“Friends of Saskatchewan
Children Providing a Home with
Open Arms for Families of Sick
Children… Always.”

Elmer & Valerie Hollinger

When our baby was first diagnosed
with a congenital heart defect we
were shocked of course, but also
very naive. Connor was born with
a condition called hypoplastic left
heart syndrome and we decided to go
ahead with surgery to save his life.

We always knew he would require
three heart surgeries at various ages
but what we didn’t know, nor could
anyone have prepared us for was
how hard and complex things would
become.
The first surgery took place when
Connor was 7 days old. Following
surgery he had complications that
kept us away from home for 3 months.
The second surgery was great and we

were back home in a week. The third
stage in August of 2007 has been very
difficult. As we still sit by his hospital
bedside 6 months post-op, we have
no near future plans of getting him
home. We now know how complicated
things can become.
Throughout the last four years since
we were first told about our then

unborn baby’s heart condition, we
have come to realize there is no such
thing as “normal” lifestyle anymore.
Our new “normal” consists of feeding
pumps, medications and constant
medical appointments. To many this
may sound sad or depressing, but for
families who have special children,
we know what a gift life is and what
an honor it is to be chosen by God
to be the parents who are allowed to
share in this special journey.
continued on page 2
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Privacy Statement
The Friends of Saskatchewan
Children Inc. would like
donors,
sponsors
and
stakeholders to know that
we protect your personal
information and adhere to all
legislative requirements with
respect to protecting your
privacy. We do not rent, sell or
trade our mailing lists.
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(Continued) Because we live in a city without many of the medical professionals
Connor requires, we have had to travel to Saskatoon and Edmonton countless times
for surgeries, appointments or crisis when he is sicker than our hometown Doctors feel
comfortable enough to treat. The majority of the time we stay at Ronald McDonald
House. For our family this has become a saving grace.
For the last six months, Ronald McDonald House has become our home. Staying at the
House has been a privilege for our family. It has enabled us to stay close to Connor for
this extended period of time without the cost of renting a hotel room or a house. All the
comforts of home are here. We have been able to raise Parker, our 9 month old, in a safe
and loving environment. When Bailey our 6 year old, comes for visits, he loves to play
with all the toys and games. It is wonderful that our boys can play and just be kids at a
time when their world has been turned upside down.
For us grown-ups, it has taken away the stress of not knowing where we will stay or how
we could afford the cost of staying elsewhere. At Ronald McDonald House we always
have someone to talk to whether it is another family who has a similar story to ours or
one of the staff or volunteers. There are days when we have needed a shoulder to cry on
and other days when we wanted to share one of Connor’s accomplishments. The people
who work and volunteer at Ronald McDonald House are really what makes the House a
home. The countless hours spent cleaning, fixing and organizing the House enables us to
spend the precious hours at the hospital with our son. Many evenings as we came back
to the House to cook a meal we would find that someone had already prepared supper for
all the families. And always, baking in abundance.
It has been consistently great to stay at the Ronald McDonald House, but over the last 6
months we have gained a new appreciation for it. We always described our lives like a
jigsaw puzzle but when one of our children is sick, it is like that puzzle sort of falls apart.
Ronald McDonald House has been the piece that has stayed the same over the last few
years. It is a comfort to know that in the coming years, that part of the puzzle will be the
same – a home away from home. Thanks Ronald McDonald House!

President’s
Message

McDonald Houses. This Conference
is attended by staff, board members
and volunteers from each of the
twelve Canadian Houses as well as
Since our last newsletter representatives from Ronald McDonald
we have welcomed House Charities of Canada and Ronald
Ken Howland to our McDonald House Charities Global.
Board. Ken has worked The conference provides a wonderful
Doug Osborn with many charitable
opportunity for the Houses to share
and non-profit organizations in the ideas, while focusing on creating and
Saskatoon area.
maintaining the best possible home
atmosphere for the guest families.
In the fall of 2008, the Saskatchewan
Ronald McDonald House will host the I hope you have a wonderful spring
Canadian Conference of Ronald and summer.

www.rmh.sk.ca

The Sack Family Philip, Macey,

Madison & Jody

On November 14th, 2006 we were blessed with
the birth of our triplets, Macey (F), Riley (M) and
Madison (F). Our babies were born at 25 weeks
gestation. Macey weighed 1 lb 8oz, Riley 1 lb 12oz
and Madison 1 lb 11oz.
In the middle of February 2007, when we knew that
neither Macey or Madison were close to coming home,
we thought we should check out the Ronald McDonald
House. When we arrived for a tour, we were amazed
at how lovely the House was, how homey it was and
most of all how nice the people were. We knew right
away that this would be an excellent place to stay for
the remainder of our time in Saskatoon. We moved in a
few days later.
Everyone at the House made us feel welcome and at

Our sincere
thanks
Jim & Lisa Yuel

The Ronald McDonald
House of Saskatchewan
would like to express
our sincere thanks to
Jim and Lisa Yuel for
their generous donation
of $10,000 and pledge

home. We quickly got to know some of the employees,
volunteers and guests. One of the best things about the
House was that everyone staying there understood what
we were going through, they may not have a premature
baby, but they had a sick child. It was nice to know that
there were people to talk to if you needed someone.
We became great friends with a lot of the guests and of
course the employees and volunteers.
Staying at the House was a wonderful experience. It was
so great to have a place to stay so close to our babies.
We fondly remember our chats and late night snacks
with friends that we met at the House. Nothing can ever
come closer to home than Ronald McDonald
House. We still enjoy going back from time to time for
appointments because it means we get to see a lot of
the people who helped us through our rough time (even
though they might not know it).
Macey came home from the hospital on March 2nd,
2007 and Madison on March 8th, 2007. We stayed at
the House with the girls so that we could continue to
visit and be close to Riley. We moved home from the
House in the beginning of April, and sadly, we
lost our son Riley due to complications from his
prematurity a few weeks later.
Staying at Ronald McDonald House has helped us
cope with the hardship of being away from home and
having three sick babies. We have made lifelong friends
through the House that we continue to keep in touch
with. Thank you for everything Ronald
McDonald House.
for an equal amount every year for the next four years.
With supporters like Jim and Lisa the Ronald McDonald
House in Saskatoon will be able to continue our mission
to provide a home away from home, with open arms,
for families with sick children.
The Yuels realize that the need for the House will only
increase with the development of a dedicated children’s
hospital at Royal University Hospital.
Thanks Jim and Lisa, your support is greatly
appreciated.


Our Families

Kristoffer Sunshine of
Lloydminster, AB will always bring
a smile to the Sunshine Family.

The Barbie Family bath day at
the House.

Linh & Hier Phan of LaRonge,
SK holding their new baby boy,
Francis, who will be home soon.
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The Coke Bear and Hunter Stock,
of Hazlet, SK met on the stairs to
have some fun.

Rayna Korte & cousin, Paige
Korte of Meunster, SK are taste
testing the Gingerbread House.

Isreal Ballantyne of Sandy Bay, SK
aka “Spiderman” is in the House.

New found friends playing
together, Lexiss Gamble of North
Battleford, SK, Jaena Skeenum of
Hobbema, AB and Simone SimonLouis of Hobbema, AB

Paige Hansen, of Humboldt, SK, is
doing very well with her medical
treatments.

Trinity Dillon of Onion Lake, SK
brightens up everyone’s day with
her infectious smile.
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“Daniel, Tracey & Brent Sweeney,
of Humboldt, SK are staying at the
House and are able to be with baby
David

The 3 bears got extra hugs today
from Tamara Lindstrom of Loon
Lake, SK.

Game room mural created by
Walter Murray Collegiate Grade 11
& 12 art students under direction
of Monique Martin.

Children whose families have
stayed at the House during the year
are invited to the Annual Children’s
Christmas Party.

Morgan Eddie of North Battleford,
SK brought a giggle to everyone’s
heart with her delightful impish
smile.

Aubrey Moyah and Sherillyn Bear
of Paynton, SK are very happy
to be finally going home with a
healthy Baby Zander.

Tara Halkett, Damien McLeod and
baby Damien, of Stanley Mission,
SK finally going home after being
in Edmonton and Saskatoon.

“Kids Giving to Kids”- Parker
Beebe, of Saskatoon, SK donating a
“Wii” game for children to use while
staying at RMH.

We would like to
express our sincere
thanks to Unisource
and Supremex who
have supplied paper
and envelopes for
our newsletters!



Volunteers

Since 2001, Irene Osborn and
daughter Bailey, have set up and
dismantled the Christmas Village
Displays, creating a beautiful
Christmas atmosphere in the House.

Gerry Vangool, Kathy Boechler,
Mavis Coben and Gerry Adam do
a beautiful job in decorating the
House for the Christmas Season.

Beth Johns, a retired Scotia Bank
employee has secured $1,000 for
her volunteer work with the Golf
Classic from the Scotia Employee
Volunteer Program..

Heather Bridges and Yvonne
Graham, employees of TD Canada
Trust, has secured $500 each for
their work with the Fashion Show
from the TD Canada Trust Volunteer
Grant Program.

The dedication and commitment of
Donna Anderson in receipting Mail
Out donations receipts has been
invaluable for 18 years.

Barbara and Jeff Braid are being
trained for the role of week-end
managers. Jeff is Vice President of
Ronald McDonald House.

Spring Wish List
Boy’s Gifts

Family Gifts

Trucks
Watches
Cool Flashlights,
Craft Kits ~ all ages

House Supplies
Laundry soap for front load washer “HE” only
Fabric Softener

Girl’s Gifts
Barbie anything
Craft Kits ~ all ages

Baby Gifts

Gift Certificates ~ phone cards, restaurant &
groceries
Hospital Parking Passes, DVD’s
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Musical or cuddly toys for up to 24 months

We have a particular need for gifts for boys
and girls ages 7 to 18
www.rmh.sk.ca

Fund Raisers
Our mail out continues to be our biggest fundraiser. We have
added a second mailing of the newsletter to keep you better
informed with up to date happenings in the House.

Chianti’s Cafe
Chianti’s, an ongoing supporter of the House, donates $1.00
from every Kid’s meal sold, totaling $3,800 this year.

Mikado Curling Club
The Mikado Curling Club chose the Ronald McDonald
House as a recipient of funds when they closed the club,
with a donation of $4,000. We purchased new furniture for
the atrium.

NCS Holland Pavilion
We were also chosen by the NCS Holland Pavilion as the
recipient of the funds when they disbanded,their donation of
$5,000 was appreciated.

Prince Albert McDonald’s and the Prince Albert
Raiders

Oxford Retail Group
The Christmas Wrap held at the Midtown Plaza was once
again a huge success. Thanks to all the volunteers and to
all who made a donation and had their gifts wrapped. Over
$9,000 was raised.

The Red, Wild and Wonderful Chapter
This chapter of the Red Hats decided to donate funds to
purchase a much needed House fridge and a TV
for the kid’s room. Special thanks to each member of the
chapter.

McDonald’s Corporation
McDonald’s Owner/Operators in
Saskatchewan continue to be major
supporters of the Saskatchewan
House. They donate from coin
box revenues, McHappy Day
Fundraiser’ s and support and
promote us throughout their
communities as well as sponsoring
many special events.

zu.com communications

P A McDonald’s hosted a lunch at the House for the P A
Raiders and at their March 1st game, held a raffle and raised
$2,000

Please visit our new website @ www.rmh.
sk.ca. We extend our profound thanks to the
talented staff at zu.com communications
for all their artistic ability and support. Our
website is now up to date, informative, easy
to navigate, with a house tour video and
many pictures and stories about the families.
The donation page is easily accessible and
has all of the House contact information
available. zu.com communications CEO &
Co-founder, Ryan Lejbak and COO & Cofounder, Tony Zuck are valued partners of
Ronald McDonald House and we look forward to working
with this entrepreneurial community minded company.

The Ronald McDonald House Media Fashion
Concert For Kids
Show
We owe a great deal of thanks to the Estevan McDonalds
The Fashion Show
held in November
was a huge success
raising
$14,600
and continues to
raise
awareness
and money for the
House. Thanks to
all the sponsors
and media for their
support.

for their support of the Concert for Kids and the money
that was raised at this event for the house.



Mark Your
Calendars!

Bulletins by Beverley

2008 brings many changes. Trina Mortson who
worked in the administrative office for the previous
eight year has left employment with us. She will
She Modelling Agency Total be missed by the staff, board and volunteers that
Woman Trade & Fashion have developed strong relationships with her.
Show
However, she has agreed to help out
In support of Ronald McDonald as a volunteer so we will still see her.
House She Modelling Agency
is holding a Total Woman Trade
and Fashion show on April 28,
2008 7p.m. at the Hilton Garden
Inn, Silent Auction of Designer
fashions. Tickets are $15 and
available at Creative
Compliments, 109, 3rd Ave
North. Saskatoon

Regina Travelodge Golf
Tournament May 28th,
2008
The Regina Travelodge will host
the 10th Annual Golf Tournament
that is a huge fundraiser for the
House.

The house continues to run at full capacity and
keeps all the staff & volunteers very busy. The
families that stay with us have wonderful stories
to tell and are an inspiration to all of us. Thank
you for all your donations that support the House. We couldn’t do the work we do
without your support.

Commemorative Giving
“In Honour of” gifts recognize and celebrate special occasions of individuals,
“In Memory of” gifts are made in memory of loved ones. An acknowledgement
is sent to the family or individual, informing them of this thoughtful donation.
Ronald McDonald House thanks those family members and friends who have
paid tribute. In the fall 2007 and the beginning of 2008 gifts were made:

In Honour of
Jade Smith

2008 Ronald McDonald
House Ladies Golf Classic
August 10th - 12th, 2008
Once again the golf classic will
be held at the Saskatoon Golf
and Country club. Don’t miss
it! Golf entry form will be on
the RMH website – http://www.
rmh.sk.ca/waystohelp/golf/

2008 Ronald McDonald
House Media Fashion Show,
November 10th,2008
Please plan to attend the annual
fashion show being held at the
Sheraton Cavalier

Rylan Moir

Dr. Carlos & Mrs. Elsie
Maningas

Gerhard Ganes
Cory Heffernan
Elmer Hoyseth
Lillian Hromek
Jo-Ann Johnson
Shirley Johnston
Bert Kalk
Bob Lacoursiere
Norma Lee
Kristoffer McCrea
Adrie McCrae
Ronald McDonald
Glen Oddan

Geoff Gilchrist
John Paisley
Ivan Poty
Vivian Prefontaine
Jonah Rohel
Riley Sack
Tyler Stone
John Tluchak
Sara Wall
Doris Wickstrom
Neila May Wilson
Tanya Wotschell

In Memory Of
Derek Andrusiak
Jen Baran
Janessa Bertrand
Anita Burgess
Stewart Buxton
Danny Campbell
Margaret Corrins
Robert Davis
Margaret Dunlop
Rosalie Ewen
Eugene Exner
Tony Exner
Kyle Fyfe

For information please contact:
Marg Coverett/Administration Ronald McDonald House @ 306-244-5802
Email: adminrmh@shaw.ca
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