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The Woodley

JOURNEY
We are Garrett and Michelle Woodley
and we have two sons, Jackson and
Kurtis. Kurtis, our youngest, was born
with a genetic abnormality that can lead
to a wide variety of health problems.
He needed a lot of help when he was
born and so we stayed at the Ronald
McDonald House in Saskatoon for
a total of 310 nights while he was in
the hospital. It meant so much to us
that we had a place to stay like the
Ronald McDonald House.
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In the fall of 2014 we were
so happy to be expecting
our second child, but at
our 20-week ultrasound,
we received some upsetting
news. Our baby was
expected to have heart
defects. They couldn’t
diagnose anything specific
but referred us to a
pediatric cardiologist in
Saskatoon. Over the course
of the next few months, the
heart specialist told us that
there was a very good
chance that our baby
would have 22Qll Deletion
Syndrome. The specific
heart defects Kurtis had
are quite often found in
children with this condition.
It was shortly after this
diagnosis that we learned
about the Ronald McDonald
House in Saskatoon.

Over the course of more than a year, Kurtis spent
just two weeks out of the hospital, never staying
stable for more than a few days at a time.

On May 26, 2015, we had
a beautiful little boy, Kurtis
Donald Woodley. As soon
as Kurtis was born, a team
of people assessed him and
gave him oxygen. We were
allowed to hold him for only
a very short period of time
before they whisked him
away to be monitored
more closely and put on
additional breathing
supports. We stayed in
the hospital the night
Kurtis was born.
The following day, we called
the House to ask if they had
room for us. We were really
uncertain about what to
expect from the House but
thought we should just give

it a try. It was so much
more than we ever could
have dreamt! We were
given a tour of the House
and we instantly felt at
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home. We no longer needed
to worry about where we
were going to stay. We were
given a room that could
easily accommodate us and
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our oldest son Jack, while
Kurtis remained in hospital.
There were laundry
facilities, a community
pantry, kitchens to use,
playrooms and toys
everywhere, even an
outdoor play area. One of
the best features was the
location. We could walk
over to the hospital in less
than ten minutes to see
Kurtis. Soon after we
started calling the House
“home,” we experienced
our first “Home for Dinner’’
meal. Having someone
prepare a home cooked
meal for you after
sometimes very long days
and nights, truly is one of
the most comforting things.

This was amazing for us.
Being together for Christmas was a
very special time for our family.

Some of those days were
spent at Ronald McDonald
House at Christmas time.
This was amazing for us.
We had spent so many
months dividing our time
between our two sons, one
in the hospital and the
other too young to take to
the hospital. Being together
for Christmas was a very
special time for our family.
The staff and volunteers do
an amazing job of making
the best of the situation.
Home cooked meals, craft

We were finally able to
take Kurtis home for a
few days when he was just
over a month old, but he
struggled, and was readmitted to Royal
University Hospital. We
learned that he would need
his first surgery sooner
than doctors had planned.
Over the course of more
than a year, Kurtis spent
just two weeks out of the
hospital, never staying
stable for more than a
few days at a time.

days and game nights were
regular House activities
throughout the holiday
season. On Christmas
morning, we woke to gifts
sitting outside of our door...
Santa had found us at the
House! We quickly learned
that this was “normal”, not
only during Christmas but
for every special occasion.
We also had the privilege
of staying at the Ronald
McDonald House in
Edmonton while Kurtis
had his most recent
surgery. Like in Saskatoon,
we were welcomed with
open arms and soon got
to know another great
group of people.
Every time we come back
to the House, from home
or from additional
appointments for Kurtis
in Edmonton, the staff
are so welcoming and
genuinely care about
how we are doing, taking
extra time to play and visit
with Jack.
They have become our
extended family. When we
go to visit Ronald McDonald
House now we still feel
welcome and at home.
Jack still runs to the play
area and still gets hugs
from the staff and
volunteers, but now Jack
has to share the attention
with Kurtis too!
Ronald McDonald House
will always be our home
away from home.
– the Woodley Family
Lampman, SK
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Our Friend, Lorraine
son. Lorraine served as
the House Manager for
RMHC-SK from 2000 –
2011. During this time
the staff, volunteers and
families came to know
Lorraine as a kind-hearted
and selfless woman who
always put the needs of
others before her own.

Lorraine Johannson:
A Dear Friend and Mentor
This past summer, we lost
a dear friend and former
colleague Lorraine Johann-

In 2011-2012, I had the
good fortune of being
trained and mentored by
Lorraine. I remember that
whenever good and
unusual things happened
at the House and for the
families Lorraine always

attributed it to the “angel
on the roof” of the House.
And while it was peculiar
in the beginning, it was
the only way to explain how
when we spoke of a need
for two new TV’s, two TVs
inexplicably appeared at
our door step from a donor;
or, when we learned that a
family really needed a night
out – the phone rang from
a local restauranteur
offering a free supper
to one of our families.

comforting compassion
towards others, her dislike
of intermingled cookies in
the cookie jars, her appreciation of fresh cut flowers,
the colour red and her
unwavering love and
support for her family
and closest friends.

For those of us (lucky ones)
who knew Lorraine, we will
always remember her

Marcelline Zimmer
Director of Operations,
RMHC-SK

While Lorraine will be
missed, we can all be
comforted in the knowledge
that the “angel on the roof”
now has company.

President’s Message
Whether we know it or not,
most of us at some time
have had a friend, acquaintance or family member
stay at a Ronald McDonald
House, whether it be at
Ronald McDonald House
Saskatchewan or elsewhere in Canada.
The staff members and
numerous volunteers at
Ronald McDonald House
are dedicated to providing
a warm and inviting
atmosphere for those
families who are unfortunately living through a
stressful period where their
child is under medical care.
Ronald McDonald House is
a space where families who
are experiencing similar

stressful situations
can bond, share a meal,
exchange stories and, with
the help of our staff and
volunteers, support each
other in their time of need.
Having a “home away from
home” plays an important
part in easing the stress
families feel during
this time.

to receive such bequests
whether they be large
or small. Remembering
Ronald McDonald House
in your will is a great way to
pay tribute to any friends,
acquaintances or family
members who have had the
opportunity to experience
the comforting atmosphere
provided by our staff and
volunteers at the House.

Ronald McDonald House
is also very fortunate to
have strong support from
within our own community.
The House has been the
beneficiary of a wide range
of donations over the past
years, both financial as well
as goods in kind, which
have been put to good use
in assisting the families

who stay at the House.
The House has also been
named as a beneficiary in
a number of estates where
people have designated
Ronald McDonald House
to receive a cash bequest
upon their passing. The
House is always grateful
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On behalf of the Board of
Directors we wish to extend
a heartfelt thank you to all
those who have supported
the House as well as to
those families who have
shared their lives with
us by staying at the House.
Roger Arnold
President, RMHC-SK
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The Sounds of Home

Prince Albert Family
Room Staff (left to right):
Nadia Balytska, Family
Room Coordinator and
Pat Naidu, Family
Room Assistant

From my office here in
the House I am privileged
to hear so clearly the
sounds and voices of the
House and the activity that
goes on throughout the day
and into the evening with
staff, volunteers, families
and visitors. I sometimes
catch myself just taking
in the normal sounds of
everyday where often I
will hear children’s voices
asking about the “beaver
butt” by the south elevator
or when they might be able
to visit the Fun Forest. I
hear volunteers greeting
mothers and fathers,
grandparents and visitors
to ensure they are welcome
and have what they need.

as they discuss grocery
lists and when the next
Home for Dinner group
will be coming in. Some
conversations include the
schedule for the day - from
volunteer groups coming in
to dust windows and door
ledges, to bakers taking
care of preparing the day’s
allotment of cookies,
scones and muffins, to the
confirmation of when story
time is in the evening and
what the craft activity is
planned. These sounds and
voices and conversations
are our amazing people
that have made it their
life’s work or their
volunteer commitment
to create a place that
truly feels like home.

RMHC-SK Staff (Back
row from left to right):
Kelly Humphrey, Joanne
Seeseequasis, Glovelyn
Wad-As, Landon Wagner,
Ann Nickolet, Marcelline
Zimmer, Tammy Forrester,
Kim Day, Karen Linsley,
Kim Gilbert. (Front row
from left to right): Joanne
Bahr, Linda Tunney, Faye
Marcoux, Joan Wagner,
Dorianne Geske, Fatima
Mohamed, Marg Coverett.
Missing: Arlene Velasquez,
Liberty Lauron.

I hear the voices of staff
connecting with families
and guests to find out how
their children are doing and
how they might be handling
each day. Conversations
with volunteers are heard
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The voices of our House
are filled with care, love,
warmth, sincerity; they are
voices that create laughter
when there is joy and offer
sympathy when there is
sadness. These are the
sounds of everyday, of life,
and we are fortunate to
be in a place where these
sounds of life fill the air.
So to all those that are the
creators of sounds in this
House that give our
families a sense of
normalcy, I thank you
for your contributions
in making this House a
home and creating a life
at Ronald McDonald House
Charities Saskatchewan.
And, to those that through
your generosity, support
this life at Ronald
McDonald House – your
contributions give families
what they need most and
enable them to keep each
other close. With warmest
regards, I thank you!
Tammy Forrester
CEO, RMHC-SK
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Expanding Our Reach
Our first Ronald McDonald House Family Room
opens in Prince Albert.

• Refrigerator
• Private bathroom and shower
• Laundry facility
• Three Napping nooks
• Phone, computer and complimentary Wi-Fi
• Play area with arts and craft supplies
• Coffee, tea & light snacks
• An opportunity to chat with Family Room staff,
volunteers and other families

On September 27th, 2016 Ronald McDonald House
Charities – SK opened it’s very first Ronald McDonald
House Family Room in the Prince Albert Victoria Hospital
Pediatric Unit. This partnership between RMHC-SK and
the Prince Albert Parkland Health Region is the first of
it’s kind in our province
and will help support
families in the northern
part of our province.

Since opening the Family Room at the end of September,
RMHC-SK has served an additional 300 families in
northern Saskatchewan, an average of 7 – 8 families
a day. Clearly this expansion is making a big difference
for families on the PEDS unit. In fact, one mother wrote:
“This family room is so heart warming and cozy – it would
probably be so boring and lonely if it wasn’t here”.

The 1300 square foot family
room space within the
PEDS unit is a place for
families to escape the hospital setting and enjoy the
comforts of home in a relaxing, peaceful and warm
environment. The family room is operated by staff and
volunteers of RMHC-SK and our doors are open 7 days
a week 9am-9pm. Amenities of the space include:

For more information on the Family Room, to volunteer,
make a donation or have a tour, please contact: Nadia
Balytska, the Family Room Coordinator, at 306-765-2309
or nbalytska@rmh.sk.ca

• Living room with TV and fireplace
• Kitchenette (with microwave and oven)
• Dining space
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Above four photos from the grand opening (clockwise
from top left): First quilt donation; the Pearson Family;
Jane Antoine, PAPHR (left) with RMHC-SK CEO Tammy
Forrester; Prince Albert McDonald’s Owner Operator,
Ken & Jan Malenfant.
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KEEPING

Families
CLOSE

Our home is filled with families from throughout
Saskatchewan. These are just a few of the families we
have been blessed to share everyday moments with.

Top row (left to right): Baby Jack from Lloydminster; Harlee,
baby Lincoln and Faye from Pinehouse Lake; Shelima from
Kamsack; baby Maria from Moose Jaw.
Second row (left to right): Darci (Mom), Torrie and Grandma
Joanne from Balcarres; Joel, Tiffany and baby Madison from
Uxbridge ON; Marla, baby Henry and Jeremy from Rockhaven;
RMHC-SK staff Landon with Sophia from Canora
Bottom row (left to right): Connie, baby Anyo and Brice
from Canora; Diana from Moose Jaw with JDC West volunteer
Cali; Michelle and Riley with twins Sullivan and Graydon from
Lloydminster; Laureta and Emir from Regina with Cheryl
and Kyle from Lloydminster; Derek, Krysztinna and Natalia
from Moose Jaw.
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The Gift of Nights

Saskatoon Media Models
At the inaugural Red Tie
Gala & Fashion Show of
2016 we introduced the
“Gift of Nights” program
to support family stays at
Ronald McDonald House
Charities Saskatchewan.
By purchasing a gift
through this program,
participants at the gala
were able to help us bridge
the gap between a $10/
night contribution families
are asked to make when
they stay at the House,
and the actual cost of a
night stay at the House
being well over $100/night.
Through financial
contributions, donors

are able to support more
than 1200 families per
year who need our services.
Some families stay for a
night, some for three nights
and some for months.
The increments chosen
for requested support
represent the most
common amount of
nights families will access
the House. At Ronald
McDonald House Charities
Saskatchewan, our families
are able to be by their
child’s side as they
receive essential medical
treatment at a nearby
medical facility. We are
stronger together and we
know children heal better

Gift of Nights

Red Tie
Gala &
Fashion
Show
Supporting Ronald McDonald House
Charities Saskatchewan
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and faster when their
parents, siblings and
extended family are close.
So in helping us keep
families close we ask
you to consider a gift
through our “Gift of
Nights” program.

Supporting a
Family Stay:
30 nights = $3000
14 nights = $1400
7 nights = $700
3 nights = $300
1 night = $100
Or another increment
of support.
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CARTER MORRISON’S

Olympic Adventure
it. I thought I would be
nervous, but I wasn’t.”
The McDonalds Olympics
Kids program brought
nearly 100 young people
from around the world to
Brazil. Many of them have
stayed in Ronald MacDonald Houses-often with their
families- while undergoing
medical treatment-and
while they and their
parents were in Rio, they
all stayed together in the
same hotel and toured
and traveled together in
an effort to embody global
friendship.

Includes excerpts from
an article by Lynne Bell
originally published in
the Carlyle Observer

Carter – who was born with
achondroplasia – has
stayed in Ronald McDonald
houses in Saskatchewan,
Alberta, and Manitoba since
he was a baby. His longstanding relationship with
the charity and his visits for
nearly 12 years to Ronald
McDonald Houses made
him a natural choice to
represent the organization
in Brazil.

McDonalds’ “Olympic Kids”
were the first ever to be
allowed to do so-for an
audience of billions
watching from around
the world.

“Carter is a kid who loves
sports and doesn’t get to
play a lot of them,” adds
Trevor. “So the fact that he
“McDonalds has been taking gets to take part in the
biggest sporting event
kids to the Olympics since
in the world and raise
1986,” says Carter’s dad
and travel companion, Trev- awareness for Ronald
McDonald House...Well,
or Morrison. “But this is
it’s amazing.”
the first time ever that the
Ronald McDonald House
Carter describes his entire
kids could walk in the
Olympic adventure as:
opening ceremonies.”
“Pretty amazing-a lot

Carlyle Saskatchewan’s
Carter Morrison experienced a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to serve as a
Ronald McDonald House
ambassador at the 2016
Summer Olympic Games
in Rio de Janeiro. Carter
led Team Canada into Rio’s
80,000-seat Maracanã
Stadium for the opening
ceremony-alongside official “I have to admit, I shed a few
flag-bearer and gold
tears.” Carter says, “I didn’t
medalist, Rosie MacLenknow I was getting Canada,
nan. He and his fellow
but everyone knew I wanted

amazing! I’d really like
to thank everyone for
supporting me.”
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STAIRWELL
MURAL
COMPLETE
ONCE AGAIN
porting me.”

In 2005, for our provinces Centennial
Celebration, the west
stairwell at Ronald
McDonald House was
painted with a mural
depicting the towns
from the southern part
of the province to the
northern part of the
province and the
distance they are from
Ronald McDonald
House Saskatchewan.
During the expansion
of the House in 2012 –
2014, part of the lower
stairwell was used for
construction purposes
and the mural was
damaged. This past
year, a young artist
named Emily Masse,
grade 10 student
assisting with the Fine
Arts Program at George
Vanier School, reworked the mural to
ensure the towns were
put back on the “map”.
Thank you to Emily for
your creativity and quiet
dedication to ensuring
the mural is once
again complete.
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PLANNING FOR

Our Shared Future
into her will as a benefactor
many years ago. This
thoughtful act of kindness
has had such amazing
impact on our current
and future organization.
Through Dorothea’s gift
and gifts received by
others, Ronald McDonald
House Charities Saskatchewan is able to move into
future operations locally
and throughout the province with confidence
ensuring on-going support
and provisions for families.
Provisions of a warm, and
caring home stocked with
essentials for family needs
as they arrive on our
doorstep at the House in
Saskatoon. Provisions for

“Some days you just need to be
ready to be amazed.”
-Q
 uote by Joan Wagner
Family Service Coordinator, RMHC-SK

We are grateful for the
capacity that people have
to take what they know
today and think towards the
future in planning for their
gift to others. This past
January, Ronald McDonald
House Charities Saskatchewan was overwhelmingly
surprised to learn that we
were the benefactor of a
significant gift from a

generous citizen of Saskatoon, Dorothea Leona
Jackson who years ago
thought of our Saskatchewan families and what they
might need as their
children receive medical
treatment in Saskatoon.
She made the Ronald
McDonald House Saskatchewan part of her plan for
giving and wrote the House

our families to have a place
of respite and warmth in
the Family Room created
for them at the Victoria
Hospital in Prince Albert.
But further to these places
of rest, we are also able to
build upon our environment
for kids to learn and grow
and play by enhancing our
outside playground space
to incorporate a wheelchair
accessible area for kids.
This fall we were blessed
by a second bequest from
Ruby and Clayton McDonald. Their thoughtful gift
was presented to the House
by their sons David and
Trevor who came for a
tour and saw first hand
the accessible playground
project that their parents
gift would be used for.
We could not continue to
nurture and support in the
way that we do if it were not
for our generous community of people that continue
to put the care of families
across the province into
their plan of future giving.
The outcome of that careful
future planning is having an
impact now and will have
an affect on generations
to come in this province.
From all of our House
families, province-wide,
thank you.
Tammy Forrester
CEO, RMHC-SK
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A NOTE FROM THE

Teves FAMILY

Mariclaire Felyz Teves
was born at 29 weeks
and weighed 2.18 pounds.
She was our first baby after
three miscarriages. I was
flown to Saskatoon from
Lloydminster due to
consistent contractions.
Before coming to RMHC –
SK I remember feeling
down, lonely, but hopeful.
I was down because I was
still worried about my
daughter’s condition.
Lonely because I had
no family nearby and very
much hopeful because
I had so much trust and
confidence in the Royal
University Hospital’s skilled
doctors and nurses.

Living and staying
at RMHC-SK was an
incredible experience.
The warmth, comfort,
and accessibility of being
home; where love could be
felt during one of the most
difficult time of our lives.
I had worked at McDonald’s
Restaurants Canada for
eight years, including
during many McHappy
Days. I never thought that
one day I would be in
Ronald McDonald House.
Although no one wishes
to be there, given our
situation, we were in
the best place.

at the House as we shared
stories and encouraged
each other. Those stories
gave me so much
inspiration as I woke up
each day. They lightened
the load and helped me
believe that things were

There were ups and downs
along the way, but I got
support from other moms
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going to be OK. Every
day I was reminded how
blessed I am and that each
day is its own miracle.
– the Teves Family
Lloydminster, SK
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Signature Events
McHAPPY DAY
2016

FASHION SHOW
2015

LADIES GOLF
CLASSIC 2016

FMG DRAGON
BOAT RACES 2016

Saskatoon Golf & Country
Club hosted this year’s
tournament which raised
$72,918 for the House!

FMG Saskatoon Dragon
Boat Festival is in its 23rd
consecutive year in
Saskatoon. The Festival
is Saskatoon’s largest
river event with more than
2500 participants! Ronald
McDonald House Charities
Saskatchewan and The
Children’s Wish
Foundation of Canada
were thrilled to be asked
to be the charity of choice
for the festival for four
years! The inaugural event
was held on July 21st
and 22nd in Rotary Park.
Teams were encouraged
to fundraise for our
charities and together
raised $126,250. The
proceeds from this event
will be split between
the two charities.

Many thanks to our
sponsors with the
23rd Annual Media
Fashion Show!
The show raised $60,747
for the House!

Thanks to your generous
support we raised
$142,239 for Ronald
McDonald House Charities
Saskatchewan through
McHappy Day! 100% of
McHappy Day coin boxes
and 10¢ on every Happy
Meal from McDonald’s in
Saskatchewan stays with
Ronald McDonald House
Charities Saskatchewan.
Thank-you for your support
on this very special day!

A special thank-you to
the merchants, media,
volunteers and those
in attendance for your
continued support
of our House!

Title Sponsor: Dakota
Dunes Casino

Title Sponsor: ClearTech
Industries

Breakfast and Lunch
Sponsor: PetroCare
Construction

Platinum Sponsor:
Bayer Crop Science
Silver Sponsor: Cargill,
ICR Charity Golf Classic,
MegaGroup/Brand
Source, SaskTel

Beverage Sponsor:
Coca-Cola
Banquet Sponsor:
Redhead Equipment

In-Kind Sponsors: PSAV
Presentation Services,
Sheraton Cavalier

Cart Sponsor: Cherry
Insurance, Saputo
Hole Sponsors: Chianti’s,
DCG Philanthropic Services,
Garda Security, Kilduff
Wealth Management,
March Schaffel Architects,
McDonald’s, Mega Group/
Brand Source,
Saskatchewan
Mutual Insurance

Mark Your Calendars!
McHappy Day: May 2017
Ladies Golf Classic: June 26th & 27th, 2017,
Saskatoon Golf & Country Club

In-Kind Sponsors:
Saskatoon Golf & Country
Club, Saskatoon Media
Group, Seventy-Seven Signs

FMG Dragon Boat Races: July 21st & 22nd, 2017

Cash Sponsor: Mach 1
Motors Ltd., Sask Pork

Red Tie Gala & Fashion Show: November 7th, 2017,
Prairieland Park

Donation Matching:
ScotiaBank
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Third-Party Fundraising
18TH ANNUAL PRAIRIE WINDS MOTORCYCLE RALLY

Event organizer, Pam
Curry, describes the early
development of the ride
as a way to give back to a
charity that supports their
local families, and is a
great way to end their
biking season as the
weather begins to cool.
Although unsure of which
original participant chose
RMHC-SK and why,
everyone was on board
with choosing RMHC-SK
as their charity of choice.

This year marks the
18th Annual Prairie Winds
Motorcycle Group ride out
of Estevan, Saskatchewan.
Each year, approximately
100 local riders come
together in Support of
Ronald McDonald House
Charities-Saskatchewan.
The ride begins in Estevan
with a pre-set route ending
in Stoughton for dinner –
a 61 km drive.
Event organizer and 18
year participant Pam Curry
noted that this was the
largest turnout with 88
official riders in attendance, and an additional
40 community members
who joined in along the way.
The afternoon began with
registration at McDonalds
on 6th Street, with Estevan
McDonald’s owner-operators Tim and Chris Jennish
offering free refreshments
(ice cream, coffee, and
soda) to the participants.

Many of these riders
have been participating
for the entirety of the ride,
with new riders joining
each year.

Along with other fundraising events, the South-East
corner of the province
certainly supports the
House, with other Signature Events being held in
Estevan including McHappy
Day (Provincial) and the
Red Shoe Walk, where
families who utilize
the House organize an
event in their home
communities.

With a growing number
of participants, there is also
an increase in funds raised.
With only a $20 registration
fee and raffle prizes being
drawn at the end of the
ride, the community
comes together to support
RMHC-SK in a big way.
This year, the event raised
over $3500 for the House.
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2016 RED SHOE
WALK

Our 2nd Annual Red
Shoe Walk raised
$33,061. Thank you
to the participating
communities of
Saskatoon, Regina,
Yorkton, Meadow
Lake and Estevan.
Your continued
commitment to
the House is second
to none.

MIDTOWN
PLAZA ANNUAL
GIFT WRAP

The annual Gift
Wrapping event
at Midtown Plaza
continues to be a
wonderful success.
2015 saw a donation
of $23,270 to the
House, bringing total
to date to $210,169.
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Volunteer Corner
Ronald McDonald House
depends on the energy,
enthusiasm and hard work
of volunteers each and
every day. We have family
service volunteers, bakers,
cooks, handy people, and
green thumbs, all whose
goal it is to assist in making
the House a Home for the
families we support on a
daily basis. In addition to
this, we have the added
benefit of groups who come
in to meet specific needs
such as yard bees, spring
cleaning, making meals,
prepping for special events
and even planning entire
fundraisers on our behalf.
There are three groups of
young people we’d like to
highlight for their ongoing
commitment to the House.
These are folks who come
back again and again to
serve in various ways,
and who share the motto,
“we’ll do anything to help!”
Interestingly, these groups
are all made up of young
people who balance many
responsibilities and still
make the time to give back
to their community through
volunteerism. It is very
inspiring to witness!
University of Saskatchewan Huskie Football Team:
This group has been known
to do heavy lifting for us,
and is eager to assist even
on short notice. Their
connection to the House
began when a member

Child and Youth Friendly Saskatoon
year, but they also take
time out of their summer
to bake for us on a weekly
basis. One of my favourite
moments with this group
was when they served
cookies at our Grand
Opening celebration of our
expansion. They have truly
become part of the fabric of
this House! We asked them
why they keep coming back,
and what this volunteer
experience means to them.
This is what they had to say:

of the Team, Justin Filteau
called to see how they
could help. This led to a few
work bees as well as the
team helping to host our
volunteers for our annual
spring volunteer potluck.
The guys got busy grilling
burgers for us and made
sure that everyone was well
fed. It was amazing to have
their positive energy and
willing spirit with us for
this event, and we look
forward to how we can
continue to work together.

The mandate of the Youth
Volunteer Program is to
help charities and
non-profits of which
RMHC-SK is a member.
However, it goes far beyond
that simple mandate.
The board of Child & Youth
Friendly Saskatoon, and
more importantly, the
participants of the Youth
Volunteer Program are

Child and Youth Friendly
Saskatoon: Cookies are a
big deal here, and this
group helps us meet the
need of providing yummy
baking to all the families
who stay with us. They are
so dependable and fun to
have in the House, and not
only do they commit their
time throughout the school
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most happy to give of their
time to those charities
that help people who are
experiencing vulnerable
moments in their lives.
By giving of their time at
RMHC-SK, our YV’s learn
both about Ronald McDonald House, and they learn
how something as simple
as a batch of chocolate chip
cookies can help cheer
someone going through
a difficult situation. While
RMHC-SK is one of over
30 agencies that YVP works
with, it is a favourite!
They even provided us
with some quotes from
the youth themselves!

“The workers and volunteers are very nice to work
with. It makes me happy,
too, that my love for baking
allows me to give back to
a great cause and a great
group of people!” – Kara B.

THANK YOU NOTES

Winter 2016

the House with our hearts
full and feeling like we
made a difference in
someone’s day.

JDC West
For more information
on this group visit their
website at childfriendlysaskatoon.sk.ca.

U of S Huskies

“My favorite thing is getting
to bake and knowing that
it gets appreciated” and
“I feel proud to see all of
our hard work pay off in
the form of tasty treats.”
– Jasmine B.

“My favorite things are the
volunteers that work there
because they help us when
we need help” and “I feel
happy when I’m there
because I’m helping people
and they get to eat delicious food afterwards.”
– Darshana L.

JDC West: I have never
seen this much energy in
one place! This group of
students has done so many
things for our families…
gardening, cleaning, baking,
fundraising, calling bingo
games, shopping, special
events, gift wrapping…the
list goes on and on. This
group is full of enthusiasm
and initiative and act as
amazing role models to
other young people. They
are energetically led by Cali
Davidson who has this to
say about their experience:

“Edwards JDC West volunteers at Ronald McDonald
House because it brings
us pure joy. From awarding
bingo prizes to the families
in the House to putting our
green thumbs to use in the
garden, we always leave
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The best thing about being
a part of the Ronald
McDonald House team is
the welcoming atmosphere
that encompasses us as
we walk through the doors.
We truly feel appreciated
by the RMHC-SK staff,
families and other volunteers, and now feel a part
of the Ronald McDonald
House Saskatchewan
family. If ever a bad day
is to be had by one of
our team members,
our remedy has become
some quality time at the
House; it turns a bad day
into a good one, and a good
one into a wonderful one.
We feel blessed to be a part
of an organization that
strives to make a difference
in people’s lives day after
day, and cannot wait for
adventures to come at the
Ronald McDonald House!”
While these groups meet
very real and tangible
needs in the House, it
is also the spirit of compassion and generosity that
they bring to the House
that has lasting impact.
These people are beautiful
examples of service and
community, and we are
very thankful that they’ve
decided to be a part of ours.
Kim Gilbert
Volunteer Coordinator,
RMHC-SK

THANK YOU NOTES

Ronald McDonald House Charities Saskatchewan

Gifts*
*As of November 15, 2016

“In honour of” gifts recognize or celebrate special occasions of individuals,
family, and friends, while “memorial” gifts are made in lasting memory of
loved ones. Ronald McDonald House Charities Saskatchewan thanks those
family members and friends who have paid tribute to special individuals.
Over the years, the House has been the grateful beneficiary of “Bequests”
and “In Memory Of” donations. Now we are also able to accept gifts of publicly
traded securities, and life insurance policies, your professional advisor can
tell you about the associated tax and legal advantages.

IN HONOUR OF
Emmett Ausmus
Katelyn Baker
Sharon Bibby
Brightwater Greenhouse
Johnathon Buhler
Austin, Rhyanne,
Brooklynn, Kaylee,
Dakota and Ryker Butler
Liam Buttinger
Wendy Cantin
Donna Chalupiak
Randy, Heather, Joel and
Jade Craigie
Brody Jack Cydejko
Rose Drebit
Hunter Drohomereski
Cole English and Caitlin
Estabrooks
Ella Lynn Fabischek
Wayne and Brenda Figgins
McKenzie Franks
Jacob Gendall
Kelly and Sandra Gilchrist
Leo and Molly HaaseJunor
Charlotte Haines
Sherlyn and Dane Haley
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Ryan and Erica Honoway
Hudson Bay Children
Centre
Randie Kapeller
Alison Kinash
Jack Klassen
Kyla and Shea’s BBQ
Allison Lach
Bernard and Mary Marriott
Carter Morrison
Kolbe Muzyka
Joan Neiszner
Calista Nolan
Luke O’Hagan
Oscar and Gladys Ollinger
Pearson Triplets
Rhett Sanford
Varada Sarma
Sask Blue Cross Social
Committee
Dianne Scaddan
April Shi
Donald and Hazel Smith
Kathy Smith
Pappy and Grandma Smith
Shaun and Ashley
Spykerman
Ethan Steinkey
Jace Swayze
Braden Thompson
‘Our Super Hero’
Bernard and Gale TrahanScobie
Urmson Family
Kieran Vermuelan Jackson
Webster Godchildren
Marie, Andy and Zoey
Whitman
Craig and Pam Wilson
Brinley Yewsuk
Koby and Mya Zimmerman

THANK YOU NOTES

Winter 2016

IN MEMORY OF
Helen Aamodt
Joyce Adamson
Dale Anderson
Derek Andrusiak
Sterling Bacon
Margaret Balawyder
Cole Bergermann
Norman Berry
Besse
Olga Borsa
Jason Bosch
Amanda Boser
Lynn Bouvier
Bernie Broshko
Irene Bruce
Shirley Claggett
Bill Casson
Ruby Cathcart
Jim Charvetski
Paisley Chiarot
Paige Mackenzie Chow
Mason Clifford ChupaExner
Al Cunningham
Helen Dacey
Harry Daniluk
Brian deBoer
Kay Doepker
Thomas Earl Doherty
Bernadette Durette
Eileen Elash
Ron Ferguson
Matt Figgins
Paul Frerichs
Elsie Froese
Eric and Lyle From
Pat Gamelin
Diane Giesbrecht
Kaye Giesbrecht
Geoffrey Gilchrist
Ethan Glines
Abby and Bryan Goddard
Mel Gregor

Brenda Lee Oleskiw
Allen Oruski
Morris Parchewski
Rosanna Jen Parry
Ron Perry
Len Peters
Hellen Pierce
Irene Julia Pion
Ralph Pollock
Barbara Potter
John Regier
Anita Regnier
Edith Reiber
Jean Remple
Shirley Richards
Robert Richardson
Edwin Ritz
Dawson Roach
Dallas Roberts
Rob Robertson
Rita Rogg
Don Rumberger
Scott Russell
Riley Sack
Brian Sanderson
Blaine Sanford
Dawn Sawatzky
Lynn Schmiedge
Leo Schwitzer
Jean and Les Steeden
Bernice Stevenson
Shirley Stevenson
Pearl Sutton
Henry Teichroeb
John and Vicki Tluchak
Nolan Colville Orellana
Urbina
Laurel Webster
Hazel Weed
Arianna Mae Weitzel
Bill Welsh
Ralph Wensley
Emma Edna Wolfe
Harold Worth
Eva Yuill

Archie Groat
Margaret Groat
Eugene Gryba
Allie Hartley
Ken Hassman
Cory Heffernan
Jack Heffernan
Lily Lynn Doris
Henderson Kinvig
Nellie Hutchinson
Sharon Ives
Kasia Aubree Jacobs
Lorraine Johannson
Roger Kane
Jayden Knorr
Irene Konkin
Joyce Koroluk
Teagan Kulyk
Lorraine Lacelle
C. Peter Lach
Irene Larson
Viola Larson
Nixon Lawson
Ron Leschyshyn
Gordon Liddle
Norman Liebreich
Rose Marie Margaret
Loustel
Anna May Lyall Gray
Reacher Lyons
Lois Madeline MacAngus
Jackie Mahoney
Sylvia Marasse
Grant and Beth Marcoux
Norma McCrea
Neil McQueen
William (Bill) C. Miller
Mary Ann Moe
Russ and Linnea Moen
Helen Needham
David Newton
Bob Nicklin
Norman Niles
Valerie Nomeland
Steve Okraincee
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BEQUESTS
Estate of Dorothea
Leona Jackson
Estate of Ruby MacDonald
Estate of Alberta
Yvonne Voll

ADOPT A ROOMS
Anonymous
Brunner’s Construction
(2011) Ltd
Darcy and Christine
Campbell
Chemco Electric
Contractors Ltd
Cherry Insurance
Clunie Cooper Memorial
Bull Riding
Kevin Clackson Family
Lillie Farley
Forbes Brothers Ltd
Louac Family of Companies
Marion Graham Collegiate
Myles and Loren Maclennan
Moodley Family
Garth and Beverly Moore
Foundation
Petrocare Construction Ltd
Henry Remai
Saskatchewan Roughriders
Scherbo Holdings
Scotia Mcleod Foundation
SIGA
Silver Spoon Dinner
Committee
TD Bank Group
Totem Foundation

THANK YOU NOTES
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How You Can Help
House Wish List

Adopt-A-Room
PROGRAM

The Adopt-A-Room
Program helps bridge
the gap between the low
$10/night families pay
to stay at the House,
and the operating cost
of about $150/night.
Adopt-A-Room donors
are true partners. By
making a three-year,
$30,000 commitment ,
they generously support
our belief that families

Because no two days
at the House are the
same, our needs
frequently change.

with sick kids have
enough to worry about
without the stress
of finding quality
accommodations
close to their sick child
or incurring more
financial burden.

To better support our
families, we update our
wish list all the time, so
we’re always looking for
new* items.

For more information
contact Karen Linsley
at 306-244-5700 ext 115
or send an email to
klinsley@rmh.sk.ca

For more information,
contact Kim Day at
306-244-5700 ext 116
or send an email to
kday@rmh.sk.ca

To see our current wish
list, we invite you to visit
our website and social
media pages.
*Because our families
are often in close contact
with kids who have
compromised immune
systems.

A Generous Helping
OUR FAMILY FOOD PROGRAM
By keeping a wellstocked community
pantry, and preparing
fresh baking and
wholesome meals,
we help keep sick kids’
families healthy and
strong during their
stay at the House.

HAVE YOUR NEXT MEETING
AT OUR HOME

Your support of our
food program helps us
care for thousands of
individuals every year.

For more information,
call Joan Wagner at
306-244-5700 ext 118
or send an email to
jwagner@rmh.sk.ca
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In an effort to serve
our community, Ronald
McDonald House
Charities Saskatchewan
would like to open its’
doors to outside groups
and organizations to
share our Boardroom
(maximum of 14 people)
and Gathering Place
(maximum of 20).

learn more about
Ronald McDonald
House Charities and
how we serve families
in Saskatchewan.

For a donation, you can
host your next meeting
or small social gathering
and at the same time

For more information,
please contact our front
office at 306-244-5700
ext 100

For a donation, you
can host your next
meeting or small social
gathering at the House.

